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PERMANENT MISSION OF MEXICO

The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal and has the honour to refer to Decision IX/4 adopted by the ninth meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Basel Convention in relation to the preparation of documents to be submitted to the seventh session of the Open-Ended Working Group of the Basel  Convention to be held 10-14 May 2010.


In this respect, the Permanent Mission encloses information transmitted by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), designated Competent Authority to the Basel Convention, with the request that the information be included in the documents on the Regional and Coordinating Centres which will be submitted to the above-mentioned session.


The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva takes this opportunity to reiterate to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 12 April 2010

Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the

Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Elimination

Geneva

COMMENTS
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

GENERAL DIRECTORATE FOR INTEGRAL MANAGEMENT OF MATERIALS AND RISK ACTIVITIES (DGGIMAR)

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OPEN-ENDED WORKING GROUP FOR ACTIVITIES REFERRED TO IN DECISION IV/4 OF THE BASEL CONVENTION ADOPTED AT THE NINTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES, BALI, INDONESIA

A. Preparation of a work plan for the strengthening of the Basel Convention and the Regional and Co-ordinating Centres

The following proposals are measures to be considered to enhance and optimise the functioning of the Centres.  Some of the measures could be achieved in the short term, while other measures would have to wait longer.

I. Strengthening of capacity

· Training staff of the Regional Centre in order to improve their ability to manage different training programmes, formulate/develop management projects, to improve financial management and training to support exchange of information at the regional level.
· Continued training for customs, port officials and other institutions involved in the management of hazardous wastes.
· National and regional training courses, intended for the governmental and industrial sectors, on the Basel Convention and its implementation.
· Maintenance of an up-to-date inventory in the region, indicating human resources available to serve as staff for training courses.
· Strengthen regional co-ordination between focal points and competent authorities of the Basel Convention in the region.
II. Taking advantage of synergies with related Conventions and initiatives

· Promote the Regional Centres as execution mechanisms for various bodies, such as the Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions which have adopted decisions aimed at providing technical assistance at regional level (RC-1/14, RC-3/6, SC-1/16 and SC-1/18).
III. Environmentally Sound Management of priority waste streams  in the region
· Assist in the development of best environmental management practices for hazardous wastes, maximising the comparative advantages of each country in the region.
· Prepare harmonized procedures for the implementation of the Convention, including a control monitoring system for checking and identifying hazardous wastes volumes, mainly at borders and in road traffic. 
· Promote the transfer of technologies for the production and manufacture of alternative, less polluting products.
· Prepare regional strategies for preventing and detecting illegal traffic, including support for strengthening legislation and regulations, legal procedures and the capacity of customs administration and other national authorities to control and prevent illegal hazardous wastes shipments.
IV. Hazardous Wastes information System
· To have homologous sources of information on waste generation. 
V. Compilation of information concerning legal and administrative instruments in the region 

· Update and disseminate information concerning environmental regulation implemented in each Party in the region, such as laws, regulations, agreements, official Mexican rules, draft bills of law, etc.
VI. Dissemination of Information and Awareness Raising
Establishment of a communications network with capacity to link the Regional Centres, the Secretariat and national competent authorities, with the possibility of including other stakeholders in the society or in the scientific field, as appropriate.  It is necessary to take advantage of the existing communication systems in the region.

B. Preparation of a detailed list of necessary elements for the performance of basic functions of the Basel Convention Regional Centres on the basis of Appendices I and II of decision VI/3. 
· Training.  Prepare and carry out training programmes, practical courses, seminars, diploma courses and projects on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes, transfer of environmentally sound technology and minimization of hazardous wastes.
· Transfer of technology.  Development, establishment and strengthening of technology transfer mechanisms with emphasis on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes or its minimization in the region.  Mechanism to facilitate the transfer of cleaner production technologies in industrial processes and product design from Parties currently using those methods and technologies to other Parties, as well as facilitating cooperation in this area. 
· Information.  Dissemination of information available in the region and available to the Secretariat, with emphasis on the promotion of the use of technology for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes: minimization, treatment, management, transport, recycling and disposal: laboratory services for the identification and certification of hazardous wastes; research and development on clean technologies; establishment and maintenance of an information exchange system related to the provisions of the Basel Convention and the establishment of networks at the national and regional levels.
· Consultation.  Provision of assistance and advice to Parties and non-Parties in the region, upon request, on questions of interest regarding the environmentally sound management or minimization of hazardous wastes and the application of provisions of the Basel Convention and other related issues.

· Awareness raising.  Organization of meetings, symposia and workshops on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes, the Basel Convention and the role of Regional Centres.  This effort will be further complemented by activities aimed a greater general public awareness of these issues.

· Financial resources. Preparation, within the framework of a general financial strategy approved by the Parties, of the Regional Centres’ own strategies for their financial self-sufficiency.  Cooperation on human, financial and in-kind resource mobilization, in order to meet the most urgent needs of those countries in the region that are unable to meet these urgent needs on their own.
C. Strategic Framework Project for Financial Self-sufficiency of the Centres to assist the Basel Convention, the Regional and Coordinating Centres in the development of strategies for financial self-sufficiency, including exploring the possibility of using the Trust Fund to assist developing countries and other countries in need of technical assistance in the implementation of the Basel Convention.

It is recommended:

· To be based on a work plan reflecting the priority needs of the region, in which the main substantive items to be executed by the Centres are outlined and in which information on the budgets is provided;
· To establish a system of periodic presentation of financial statements and projections of income and expenditures;

· To prepare a common resource mobilization plan to negotiate new projects.

D. Basis of indicators by which to measure benefits and difficulties
The following indicators are proposed:

· Production of hazardous wastes by locality, country and region, which would allow evaluation of the magnitude of hazardous wastes generation in a specific geographical areas and follow up its evolution in the long term.

· Final disposal of hazardous wastes measured as percentages.  To include information on the final destination of the total generated wastes in a specific geographical area and to quantify the amounts going to each of the disposal operations (recycling, valuation, treatment, controlled final disposal, import and export.
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